EPA is proposing to use groundbreaking tools developed in the ToxCast program to improve testing for chemicals that have the potential to disrupt hormone function in the human body.
EPA uses automated chemical screening technologies to rapidly and simultaneously perform tests on thousands of chemicals and feed the results into computational models to predict hormone-related, endocrine activity. Some of these automated chemical screenings have been performed using robots from the federal Toxicology in the 21st Century, ("Tox21") consortium, a collaboration among EPA, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). The new technology enables faster and less costly screening than conventional methods.
Read more:
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/ad mpress.nsf/21b8983ffa5d0e4685 257dd4006b85e2/77377414ba7e bc5885257e68006ea110!OpenDo cument
EPA Releases New Resources for Vapor Intrusion Assessment, Mitigation
Two new technical documents from EPA provide recommendations for identifying, evaluating, and managing vapor intrusion, and describe technical approaches for sitespecific conditions and circumstances. Read more: https://www.aiha.org/publications-andresources/TheSynergist/Industry%20News/ Pages/EPA-Releases-New-Resources-forVapor-Intrusion-Assessment,-Mitigation.aspx
NIOSH on Reducing Silica Exposure When Cutting Fiber-Cement Siding
A new NIOSH publication recommends controls for reducing construction workers' exposures to hazardous dust containing silica when cutting fiber-cement siding. According to the agency, the use of fibercement siding in construction and renovation is rapidly increasing, and fibercement products can contain as much as 50 percent crystalline silica. Though there are relatively dust-free methods of cutting fiber-cement board, using a power saw is the quickest and most precise method for cutting board for siding, the publication notes. A 2013 field survey found that a worker's uncontrolled exposure to respirable crystalline silica while cutting fiber-cement board resulted in an exposure of between 0.02 and 0.13 mg/m3, or up to 2.6 times the NIOSH recommended exposure limit of 0.05 mg/m3. Objectives: The authors of this Commentary are scientists from various disciplines relevant to the identification and hazard evaluation of human carcinogens. We examined criticisms of the IARC classification process to determine the validity of these concerns. Here, we present the results of that examination, review the history of IARC evaluations, and describe how the IARC evaluations are performed.
Discussion: We concluded that these recent criticisms are unconvincing. The procedures employed by IARC to assemble Working Groups of scientists from the various disciplines and the techniques followed to review the literature and perform hazard assessment of various agents provide a balanced evaluation and an appropriate indication of the weight of the evidence. Some disagreement by individual scientists to some evaluations is not evidence of process failure. The review process has been modified over time and will undoubtedly be altered in the future to improve the process. Any process can in theory be improved, and we would support continued review and improvement of the IARC processes. This does not mean, however, that the current procedures are flawed.
Conclusions: The IARC Monographs have made, and continue to make, major contributions to the scientific underpinning for societal actions to improve the public's health.
Read more:
http://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/1409149/
Features to Look for in Your Next Gas Monitor
When purchasing a gas monitor, you should think of it like buying a family car. You want the model that comes standard with premium safety features and functionality that will keep your family (or frontline workers) safest when they are on the road or in a haze of hazardous gases. But how do you identify the right gas monitor for you and your workers that will promote safety and save you time and money in an increasingly crowded marketplace filled with ever-evolving options? A baseline understanding of the most essential features and functionalities that will provide workers the greatest sense of security will put you on track to identifying a potential lifesaver, not a lemon.
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Army Industrial Hygiene News and Regulatory Summary
The following are five of the most important aspects to assess when purchasing your first -or next -gas monitor. 
ASHRAE Handbook Focuses on HVAC Applications
New chapters on smart building systems and moisture management in buildings are included in the 2015 edition of ASHRAE Handbook-HVAC Applications.
Consisting of 1,200 pages covering a broad range of facilities and topics, the newly published volume is written to help engineers design and use equipment and systems described in other Handbook volumes. Main sections cover comfort, industrial, energy-related, and general applications and building operations and management.
Read more: http://hpac.com/archive/2015-ashrae-handbook-focuses-hvac-applications
New Tool Helps IHs Choose Respiratory Protection for Bioaerosols
Quebec-based research organization IRSST recently released a Web-based support tool intended to help industrial hygienists and occupational health and safety professionals, including physicians, choose respiratory protection against bioaerosols in the workplace. The tool guides users through a six-step process and proposes appropriate respiratory protection based on the hazards associated with infectious or non-infectious bioaerosols present in the workplace and workers' level of exposure. Users are asked to provide information on the sector for which the tool is being used; the risk group; the air-quality control level in the workplace; and the bioaerosol generation rate. Based on the parameters selected by the user, the tool helps determine the assigned protection factor Climate change poses such a threat to public health it risks undoing the gains of the last 50 years, a major study has found.
PPE Ventilation
The Lancet Commission on climate change and health has found the threat continues to be underestimated, but that tackling it could be a huge opportunity to improve global health.
Read more:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-23/climate-change-and-its-impacts-onpublic-health/6564860
WHO Agency Says Insecticides Lindane and DDT Linked to Cancer
The insecticide lindane, once widely used in agriculture and to treat human lice and scabies, causes cancer and has been specifically linked to non-Hodgkin lymphoma, the World Health Organization said on Tuesday. 
EPA Takes First Steps to Address Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Aircraft
EPA is proposing to find under the Clean Air Act that greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from commercial aircraft contribute to the pollution that causes climate change endangering the health and welfare of Americans. At the same time, the agency is releasing information about the international process already underway by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for developing carbon dioxide (CO2) standards for aircraft and EPA's participation in that process. EPA is now seeking public input to inform future steps by the agency. 
U.S. Army Publishes Energy Security and Sustainability Strategy
The U.S. Army has published and released its strategic roadmap to future energy security and sustainability.
The Energy Security and Sustainability (ES2) Strategy will foster a more adaptable and resilient force, prepared for a future defined by complexity, uncertainty and rapid change 
Emphasize Employee Well-Being as Much as Productivity, Says Study
Workplaces that value employees' safety and well-being as much as company productivity yield the greatest rewards, according to a study done by researchers at Colorado State University and the Colorado School of Public Health.
The study, "Ergonomics Climate Assessment: A measure of operational performance and employee well-being," was published in Applied Ergonomics. The researchers describe a new tool they developed called an Ergonomics Climate Assessment, which measures employee perception of their workplace's emphasis on the design and modification of work to maximize both employee performance and well-being. The study was funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.
Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2015-06-emphasize-employee-well-beingproductivity.html#jCp There is no official government agency to oversee production and research of bioweapons that does not -as the CDC does -engage in its own active pathogen research. "Even one spore is a sufficient seed stock from which an amount could grow to mount a biological weapons attack," says one expert. "The sad circumstance is that this massive effort [U.S. research on anthrax] since 2001 has dramatically increased the chances of a biological weapon attack on the U.S., precisely by distributing a highly lethal strain of the agent with no structure and no ability to record where they have gone."
Ergonomics
Read more: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.co m/dr20150609-no-government-agencyoversees-handling-of-deadly-pathogens-in-1-495-u-s-labs
National Preparedness Report
This page provides information on the 2015 National Preparedness Report, including the overarching findings on national issues, preparedness progress, and opportunities for improvement. This page is for anyone interested in seeing how preparedness can inform priorities and community actions.
